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FOLLOWING SENT FM SONGKHLA DTD 17 FEB 77 REPEATED 
FOR YOUR INFO. 

QTE. 

UNCLAS SONGKHLA 0034 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, VN. TH 

SUBJECT: MORE REFUGEES ARRIVE IN SONGKHLA 

1 . AFTER A LULL IN JANUARY, REFUGEE BOAT ARRIVALS HAVE PICKED 
UP THIS MONTH. TWO MOST RECENT ARRIVALS ARE BOAT OF TEN FROM 
RACH GIA WHICH ARRIVED FEB 10. AND BOAT OF NINETEEN FROM PHU 
QUOC WHICH ARRIVED FEB 14. MANY OF THE REFUGEES ON THE BOAT 
FROM PHU QUOC HAVE RELATIVES IN THE U.S. 

2. RECENT ARRIVALS SAY THAT ALTHOUGH FUEL SHORTAGES AND TIGHTER 
SHORE PATROLS HAVE CUT DOWN ON THE NUMBERS OF REFUGEES ABLE TO 
ESCAPE. HUNDREDS MORE ARE PLANNING TO TRY TO MAKE THE ATTEMPT. 
THEY PREDICTED AN INCREASE IN ATTEMPTED ESCAPES BEGINNING 
AROUND TET AND CONTINUING FOR ABOUT THREE MONTHS WHEN THE SEA 
IS AT ITS CALMEST. 
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3. THERE ARE RUMORS CIRCULATING IN THE SONGKHLA CAMP THAT IN 
SURGENTS MAY ATTEMP TO CAUSE SOME DISTURBANCE THERE DURING 
TET. THIS IS PROBABLY GENERATED BY REFUGEES THEMSELVE AND SEEM 
UNLIKELY. CAMP IS LOCATED DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM THE DISTRICT 
POLICE STATION. 
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4. CAMP POPULATION IS NOW AT ABOUT 650. THIS IS DOWN FROM A 
HIGH OF ALMOST 1000 DUE PRIMARILY TO FACT THAT AUSTRALIANS, 

FRENCH, AND WEST GERMANS HAVE TAKEN SIZEABLE NUMBERS FROM 
SONGKHLA IN THE PAST MONTH. 

5. THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGN OF WORP INVOLVEMENT IN THE CAMP IN 
RECENT WEEKS. SINGED. UNQTE. 
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